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In the early years prior to the village of Baldwin there was a school titled “The Colored 

School”. It was started in Swatara Township in a wooden building which sat on the corner of 

Conestoga Street and Trawitz Alley.  This land later became part of the Borough of Steelton. 

At this school, one of the earliest teachers was Marmaduke Pidgeon from Gloucester, Va. in 

the year 1883. He only resided in the area for several years before leaving for Boston, Ma.  

The Conestoga Street site eventually became the land for the Major Luther Bent school. This 

clipping gives more detail on the evolvement of the school. 

 



This clipping indicates four colored schools were housed in the present building. This is 

referring to grades and not individual schools. That was common verbiage during that period.  

As the Borough of Steelton grew with the various industries there was the need to acquire 

more land and to expand the educational structure. The Colored students were relocated to 

the upper part of the hill, at the site of the Hygienic school.  

The building was enlarged several times over the years where they added rooms and a 

second floor. At one time the school was completely torn down and the students had to 

relocate again.  

During the time of relocating from the Conestoga school, another Colored teacher arrived 

from Virginia. Mr. Edward Carey who is noted in the 1880 census as a teacher in Virginia, 

came from a life of oppression as he and his family were enslaved on a plantation in the 

lower part of Virginia. He was able to learn to read and write. After the Civil War he made his 

way to the upper part of Virginia working on a farm and began teaching others to read and 

write and was therefore given the title of teacher. Mr. Carey married one of his students and 

after they had several children, he and his family moved to Steelton where he obtained a 

teaching job.  

He encouraged his wife and children to learn all the subjects that were available from other 

teachers. He did not stay in teaching as the rules for teachers in Pennsylvania began changing, 

eventually taking a labor job at the mill.  

 

He was the beginning of a series of teachers that came with and after him, including several 

from his own family.  



Throughout their years in the school system, the students would learn the basic studies of 

reading, writing, arithmetic, science, history, English, geography, health, art, music and 

debating courses. Girls would be given special courses in sewing and cooking and the boys 

would get special courses in mechanical drawing and domestic science.  They used the 

playgrounds for games such as bean bag, jump rope, ball tossing, running, skipping, swinging 

and various physical activities. The youth would also have the benefit of sports such as 

football and track. 

 

Miss Aura Imes class of 1886-1887 

 

Some of them making it all the way to graduation in 1896.  

 



Over the years there were notable people that graduated from the Hygienic School as well as 

the teachers who taught there as noted in the previous clipping.  

In this clipping Mrs. Alice Dunbar-Nelson was the speaker of a dedication celebration. She 

was the widow of Paul L. Dunbar, the great poet.  

 

In later years, Peter Sullivan Blackwell, who was known as a newspaper editor, owner and 

the first Colored Councilman in Steelton (1904) helped for years to make sure that the youth 

of Steelton got their education. He encouraged community support to the school and was a 

speaker at the Douglas Association annual banquet. The Douglas Association was named for 

Frederick Douglass and was for the purpose of having acknowledgement of the Hygienic 

students. Unfortunately, the Colored students were not allowed to attend functions with 

their counterparts such as dances, proms, banquets to celebrate graduation and other 

events. The association survived for many years into the forties. This clipping from the 

Harrisburg Telegraph is from 1913. 



 

 

Unfortunately, they had sad times at the school when a dedicated teacher that went to work 

feeling ill succumbed to a heart attack.  

 

Sarah Holmes died at her desk in 1934 at the age of 38.  

 



The Hygienic students could not mainstream into the Steelton High School System. They had 

to stay here until they completed the eighth grade whereas the other schools in the Borough 

transferred their students in the seventh grade to the Junior-Senior High School.  

Students completing the eighth grade would then attend the high school for their final years 

until the school closed in 1958. This Harrisburg Telegraph newspaper article of 1947 

documents concerns of Dr. George A. Jones request to transfer his daughter Suzanne to 

attend the junior high school before she completed the eighth grade at Hygienic. In all the 

years since its conception, the rules did not change.  

 

The Steelton School system student body consisted of primary classes (grade 1-4), secondary 

classes (grades 5-8) and Intermediates (grades 9-12).   



Here is the 1905 diploma of Lee McKamey 

 

Some of the students were sent to the Monumental AME Church, the First Baptist Church and 

while others went to the Odd Fellows building which all were located on Adams Street. 

It came to a point that the African American community had to come together to force the 

school board to rebuild the school as mentioned in the following clipping. 



 

 



 

 

 

This 1910 photo depicts Principal C.R. Howard with students of the grammar school. 



 

This map shows the stages of the expansion of the school building from 1914 to 1928. Inside 

the halls of the building the students of the upper grades enjoyed science and art classes. This 

is a look at the actual science classroom at Hygienic.  

 



These are the teacher records of Shellen T. James. It indicates that he taught science.  

 



 

This is a picture of the Art room.  

 



Students had the pleasure of having some of the best teachers available. Here are some of 

the records of Vernon R. James.  

 

Take note that Mr. James attended Lincoln University.  

 



His records are extensive and includes his studies in New York, Lincoln Univ., Indiana Univ, 

Univ of Pa., Wilberforce, Ohio, Pa. State College and Lebanon Valley College, Annville. He 

studied history, Greek, Latin, psychology, philosophy, German, European history, Public 

Administration and several other courses. This is what qualified him to become the Principal 

of the Hygienic School. 

 

 



 

He, along with many other teachers, got to shape the lives of many children despite the lack 

of supplies or old textbooks. It was the policy for the school to receive the used, worn out 

books from the other schools, but that did not stop the teachers from educating the students.  

 



Some of the students that were blessed to walk the halls of Hygienic School for Colored 

Children and graduate from the Steelton School system were:  

Charles F. Howard (1885) the first Black graduate of Steelton school system, Pressley Holiday, 

Frank L. Jefferson (1890); John W. Bailor, James William Porter (1891); John W. Cole, Aura C. 

Imes the first Black female to graduate from the Steelton school system, Lindsay A. Lewis 

(1896); Edward L. Carey, Otho S. Imes, Moses Montgomery (1896); Thomas A. Brown, Samuel 

M. Cole, Charles E. Covington, John W. Fields, Joseph W. Steele (1897); Gilbert A. Frazier, John 

E. Jefferson, Wilmer Phoenix (1899); Clarence O. Adams, Helen A. Fields, George Lake Imes, 

Vernon R. James, Emma G. Ruffin, Leonora B. Wagoner (1900).  

Viola Payne (1902); John W. Lewis (1903); Harry E. James (1904); Numa P.G. Adams, 

Katherine Jones, John H. McKamey, M. Magdalene Moton (1905); Idella. Fisher (1906); Oscar 

W. Frey, Alice E. Price (1907); Edith A. Moton (1908); Joseph B. Butler; Emory A. James; Clara 

Lewis, Maud M. Mason (1909); Susan M. Beckwith, Rosa N. Harrod, Louis A. Howard, Fannie 

E. Jackson (1910) 

Allen E. Fry, Olive M. Harrod (1911); Trennor T. Beckwith, E. Rebecca Brant, Leslie M. Brant, 

Harold Brown, Mary M. Ferguson, Fannie C. Jackson, Ruth Moss, Chester B. Roebuck, William 

Luther Stevenson, Pressley Taylor (1912);  

 



Annie P. Beaden, Frank Broadus, Lula Brooks, Irence Porter, Marguerite Taylor (1913); 

Verinda Ferguson, Lewis Harris, Sarah C. Holmes (1914); Arthur Blackwell, Earl Brown, James 

Hammond, Emily Howard, William Jefferson, Eliza Jones, Naomi V. Payne, Anna Smothers 

(1915); Clarence J. Armstrong, Clyde Broadus, Martin Ferguson, Ola Jackson, Joseph B. 

Shepherd, Ethel Watson (1916); Molly Ausberry, Edward Jefferson, Albert Mobley, Jessie 

Palmer, John Taylor, Lee Taylor, Earl Young (1917); Annie Ferguson, Mary Howard, Nellie 

Polston (1918); Howard Butler, Samuel H. Cole (1919); Eva Brant, Somerville Brant, Ethel 

Frazier, Lena Willis (1920). 

Leona Carter, Hattie Cole, Fonetta Crummey, Elcora Howard, Mary Jones, Virginia Keys, 

Isabella Stevenson, Ethel Washington (1921). 

Esther Beckwith, Jno. Alphonso Broadus, Louise Jenkins, Russel Keys, Benj. Thos. Wells 

(1922); Lillian Ball, Martha Brown, Richard Brown (1923); Ada Askin, James Goodwin, Lucille 

Gray, Pauline Keys (1924); Iola Brown, Beatrice Carey, William Mont, Iamergene Rowland, 

Ruth Walker (1925); Naomi James, Frederick Mont, Myrtle Morgan, Merion Thompson 

(1926); Thelma Bailey, Pauline Dixon, Lillian House, Philome McKamey, Walter Polston 

(1927); Ruth Ausberry, Rachel Brown, Lavonia Fields, Dorothy Graves, Charline Howard, 

William McCullough, Richard Matthews, Mary Rowland (1928); Kelley Goodwin, Emmalene 

Hart, Eleanor Jackson, Florence Jackson (1929); Clara Atwell, Anna Carter, Frances Everett, 

Elizabeth Frye, Wilmer Phoenix, Marie Washington (1930). 

Randolph Frye, Curtis Hubbard, Florence Keys, Henry Robinson, Charlotte Taylor, William H. 

Trice, James Watson, Vincent Whiting (1931); Emma Allen, Rozella Blackwell, Grover Brown, 

Grace Ferguson, John Fields, John Francis Frye, John Graves, Ulysses Graves, A. Jeffers 

Jackson, Carl Jenkins, Ruth Rowland, Beatrice Thompson, Ernest Washington (1932); Cora 

Brown, Virginia Foster, Rosie Goodwin, William Goodwin, Euphazine Graves, Ruth Grey, 

Charles Guthrie, Raymond Hughes, Lester Hitchens, Louis Jackson, Vivien Jenkins, Bessie 

Monk, Lewis Payne, Helen Trice (1933); James Allen, James Corbin, Norman Davis, William 

Goodwin, Peter Garnett, Vincent House, Maurice Morgan (1934). 

There are additional records dated 1935-1940, but space does not permit their inclusion in 

this program. The above listing is the majority that attended the Hygienic School for Colored 

Children, however there are those who in the later years of the school system were able to 

attend other local grammar schools due to their location of residence.  

The Hygienic did create a wonderful environment for the children who went on to do some 

awesome things in the country and throughout the world. Some became teachers and did 

return to Steelton to teach at the Hygienic.  



 

 



The African American teachers were not allowed to teach White children. Having the Hygienic 

gave them the opportunity to have a job teaching locally and not all White teachers wanted 

to teach African American children. The unity happened after the Brown vs the Board of 

Education which eventually shut down the Hygienic School for Colored Children in 1958.  

 

These chorus pictures are from the 1946 yearbook  

 

 

Having the opportunity to document fun stories as told by past students of the school, Mr. 

Clayton Carelock shared how they were able to learn about Black History. He shared that the 

teachers would assign students to the doors as a look out while instructions were going on. 

The reason was that they would alert the teacher to quickly go to the daily lessons that were 



to be taught if the Administrator would show up. This was a subject not on the lesson plan. 

He also spoke lovingly about fellow students such as Zane Phoenix, his best friend. He always 

lit up when speaking of the days at the school. He loved his teachers who were stern but 

caring.      

 Mr. Carelock’s WWII picture.   

Mr. Gene Allen shared a story about the children that had to walk from the West side of town 

and cross over the main street (Front) to walk to Hygienic while passing several schools 

teaching the same grades. 

  Mr. Eugene Allen wrote on Sunday, October 11, 2020 

Barbara; 

Sorry I will not be attending the event; however, my thoughts and prayers will be with you and those 

who attend. You are commended for getting the project to come to fruition. It will be a marker for 

future generations to become aware of the important history of their families and friends who were 

educated in the now defunct building. The truth is, the Hygienic School was more than a building. It 

was the seat of the culture of Blacks in Steelton. Research will show that it was the launching pad for 

the careers of a number of people.  



I am grateful to the teachers of Hygienic School for the foundation it provided for me to complete a 

military career, become a licensed professional engineer, be selected to be the manager of 

engineering at Hershey Foods, retire as a Production Manager for E.I. Dupont, teach college at South 

Carolina State University,  become Special Assistant to the President of Claflin University and, finally, 

retire as President of Columbia, S.C.'s Palmetto Health Hospital System's Foundation. Perhaps the 

crowning glory in my early life was having been selected to represent the United States Air Force in 

the national competition for the Nation's 10 Outstanding Young Men.   

I owe so much to so many... 

Respectfully, 

Eugene D. Allen, PE, Capt. USAF(Ret) 

 

Hygienic School Memorial Program.    Received September 29, 2020 

The First Day of School; after a great Summer Vacation was the best.  New clothes and all, seeing 

some of your friends that you haven't seen for a while, and getting to know a "new teacher" in your 

new grade. 

The beautiful high gloss polished and waxed floors; as you entered from the Ridge Street side, that 

Mr. Luckette (spelling), would always have in immaculate condition to welcome the students and the 

teachers.  The memorable and pleasant smell of those old dark wood polished floors, will always be 

with me. 

The dedicated and awesome teachers, all of them, who took the time to explain, sometimes longer to 

other students then others, issues with a classroom assignment.  Their patience, as I look back on my 

own experience, was extraordinaire.   

The last day of school too was full of pleasant and sad memories.  Pleasant -  inasmuch as the summer 

vacation time was here and no more homework, no more running to school so as not to be late, no 

more classroom "pop quizzes", no more running into and out of the boy's bathroom (semi holding 

your breath) because of the breathtaking cleaning/sanitizing fluid odor, that Mr. Luckette used too 

much of...AGAIN.  (smiles). 

And sad, because you will not see many of your friends for some time, because to the proximity of 

your homes, and social economics. Hygienic School did so much for us and the teachers we had did 

more than what they were paid for.  All of them, sacrificed for the sake of helping African American 

(Colored) children in need of a solid foundation to compete and it meant caring about us 

unconditionally. 

I will always love and cherish this school for what it did for me. 

Jesse M Bowman 

 

 



Last name First name Taught 

Armstead Frank 1953 

Armstead Vilma  1949 

Beckwith Susan 1910 

Brown Martha 1941 

Carey Reed Beatrice  1925 

Carey Edward L Sr. 1896 

Carey Edward L Jr. 1920 

Chamberlain Amelia 1943 

Clifford Paul  

Cole Samuel H.  1919 

Cole Hattie 1921 

Dodd Margaret  

Harrod Olivia 1911 

Holmes Sarah 1914 

Hope Carl  

Howard Charles 1885 

Howard Charline 1928 

Howard Elcora  

Howard Emily 1915 

Imes Aura 1894 

Imes George  

Fields John 1897 

Fisher Idella 1906 

Garnett John  

Keys Florence 1931 

Payne Naomi V. 1915 

Porter Irene  

Mathews Dorothy 1935 

Stevenson James 1944 

Terrell Shellen 1923 

Jackson Mary (Reed) 1922 

Jackson  Mamie  

Jackson Florence 1929 

James Harry  

James Shellen 1923 

James Vernon R. 1900 

Oxley-Fisher Idella  1930 

Smothers Hattie 1949 

Thomas Mary Lee 1949 

Wagoner Leonora 1900 

Listing of some 

of the former 

teachers at 

Hygienic 



 

This is a glimpse of teachers records and diploma. Edward Carey’s teacher’s record.

 

 

Many of these little ones do not have shoes on while standing outside of the Hygienic. 



Records of Beatrice Annie Carey Reed shared by her son Ralph (Buzzy) Reed. 

 



 

Mr. Samuel Cole was the last Principal of the Hygienic School for Colored Children. 

 

 



From the time that it no longer functioned as a school, the building and grounds were used by 

the community to help the youth. Fairs were held on the playground and a few organizations 

used the building for meetings. The Hygienic School for Colored Children was demolished in 

1974.   

 

 

This monument is made possible by the contributions and efforts of: 

Borough of Steelton 

Jacqueline B. Jackson, PhD. 

Ralph E. Reed in memory of Beatrice (Reed) Carey and Edward L. Carey Jr 

Ryan Mohn Foundation 

Committee members: 

Barbara Barksdale, Elizabeth Jefferies, Cheryl Powell, Jesse Bowman, Carol Brown Grave 

And 

various donations. 



A special thank you to (Andy) Gingrich Memorials of Middletown and Contractor Quintin Jones 


